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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Dear Sir: 



In the Office Action mailed February 15, 2006 (the "Office Action"), the Examiner set forth a 
restriction requirement that identified what the Examiner has characterized as two (2) distinct inventions. In 
particular, the Examiner suggested in the Office Action that the present application contains claims directed to 
the following two inventions: 

I. - Claims 1-11, 13-19 and 29-31, drawn to an optical multiplexer/demultiplexer system, classified 
in class 385, subclass 24; and 

n. - Claims 12, 20-28, and 32-37, drawn to a method of multiplexing or demultiplexing optical 
signals, classified in class 398, subclass 43. 

In response to the restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action, Applicant hereby elects 
invention I, (claims 1-1 1, 13-19, and 29-31) without traverse. 



The Examiner has further indicated that should AppHcant elect invention I, Applicant must elect from 
the following patentably distinct species of the claimed invention: 



Species 1 A, Figure 3, drawn to a multiplexer system according to one embodiment of the invention. 
Species IB, Figure 4, drawn to a demultiplexer system according to another embodiment of the 



Species 2 A, Figure 5, drawn to a tree structure arrangement for multiplexing or demultiplexing stages. 

Species 2B, Figure 9, drawn to a modified tree structure arrangement that allows precise 

demultiplexing or multiplexing with transitional filters according to the invention. 

In response to the election of species requirement set forth in the Office Action, Applicant hereby 
elects Species 1 A and 2 A, Figures 3 and 5, respectively. Claims 1-1 1 are readable on invention I (species 1 A 
and 2A). 

Applicant notes that while the election set forth herein is made without traverse, the mere fact that no 
traverse is made should not be construed as an assessment or judgment by the Applicant as to the merits, if any, 
of the characterization of the claims and inventions advanced by the Examiner in the restriction/election of 
species requirement set forth in the Office Action; or, any other assertions, allegations, statements or 
characterizations made by the Examiner in that restriction/election of species requirement. 

An action on the merits of elected claims 1-11 and a Notice of Allowance thereof are respectfiilly 
requested. 
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And one of: 
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